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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


November  27,  1905. 

Gentlemen  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1905, 
together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  real 
estate  and  an  estimate  of  the  taxable  personal  property  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1906 ; also,  such 
suggestions  and  recommendations  as  to  my  mind  seem  necessary  for 
the  future  benefit  of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894,  by  authority  of 
which,  with  several  amendments,  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia is  assessed  and  taxed,  in  part  provides : 

That  the  board  of  assistant  assessors  shall  make  a triennial  assessment  of 
all  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  assessment  just  completed  is  for  the  three  years  beginning 
July  1,  1905,  and  is  as  follows: 

Washington  City : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $105, 166,  097.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 84,  562,  766.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation $189,  728,  863.  00 

Washington  County : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 31,  677,  322.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 18,  055,  800.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation 49,  733, 122.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  fiscal  year  1906 239,  461,  985.  00 

Real-estate  tax  for  fiscal  year  1906 : 

Washington  City 2,845,932.95 

Washington  County 745,  996.  83 

Total  real-estate  tax 3,  591,  929.  78 

Appeals  as  to  this  assessment  were  heard  by  the  board  of  equaliza- 
tion and  review  until  the  first  Monday  in  J une  last. 

It  was  then  necessary  to  compile  the  return  books  of  the  board  of 
equalization  and  review,  and  from  them  and  the  other  records  in  the 
office,  to  prepare  the  triennial  numerical  book.  This  is  a work  of 
gigantic  proportions,  and  is  additional  to  the  current  work  of  the 
office.  As  a consequence  it  was  necessary  for  the  employees  of  the 
assessor’s  office  to  work  night  and  day  since  the  1st  of  last  July.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  office  the  numerical  book  has  been 
compiled  and  photolithographed  before  the  1st  of  November,  the 
date  upon  which  taxes  may  be  paid;  thus  rendering  it  possible  for 
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real-estate  men,  property  owners,  and  others  interested,  to  ascertain 
the  new  assessment  before  paying  their  tax  bills. 

The  expedition  with  which  this  work  was  accomplished  has  proven 
a great  convenience  both  to  the  citizens  and  the  government. 

For  many  years  Congress  appropriated  from  $4,000  to  $6,000  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  this  book.  This  year  it  was  accomplished 
with  an  expenditure  of  $2,000  only;  but  the  meager  appropriation 
necessitated  long  hours  and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  employees 
of  the  assessor’s  office,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  current  work  at  the 
same  time  that  the  numerical  book  was  being  prepared. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1905  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  was  as 
follows : 

Washington  City : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $93,956, 169.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 82,  908,  616.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation *. $176,  864,  785.  00 

Washington  County : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 24,  956,  411.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 15,  787, 100.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation 40,  743,  511.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  fiscal  year  1905 217,  608,  296.  00 


Real  estate  tax  for  fiscal  year  1905 : 

Washington  City 2,  652,  971.  78 

Washington  County 611, 152.  66 


Total  real-estate  tax 3,  264, 124.  44 

The  increases  for  the  year  ending  June  30,1906,  over  1905,  in 
assessed  valuation,  are  as  follows: 

Washington  City $12,864,078.00 

Washington  County 8,  989,  611.  00 


Total  increase 21,  853,  689.  00 

These  figures  also  show  an  increase  in  the  tax  over  the  fiscal  year 
1905,  as  follows: 

Washington  City $192,  961.  17 

Washington  County 134,  844. 17 


Total  increase 327,  805.  34 

The  total  tax  on  real  and  estimated  tax  on  personal  property  for 
fiscal  year  1906  will  be : 

Real  $3,591,929.78 

Personal  675,  000.  00 

Total  4,  266,  929.  78 


PERSONAL  TAXES. 

The  board  of  personal  tax  appeals  will  not  adjourn  until  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  March,  as  provided  by  law,  and  as  a consequence  it 
is  impossible  at  this  time  to  certify  the  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1906, 
but  it  is  believed  there  will  be  a considerable  increase. 

The  controversy  with  respect  to  franchise  taxes  against  street 
railroad  companies  has  been  settled  and  all  accounts  paid,  with  the 
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exception  of  about  $1,400,  due  by  the  City  and  Suburban  Railroad 
Company,  which  case  is  still  in  court,  the  former  receiver  of  the 
company  having  asked  for  instructions  from  the  court  with  respect 
to  the  payment.  This  amount  represents  the  earnings  of  the  com- 
pany in  the  State  of  Maryland  during  the  calendar  year  1903. 

Our  citizens  are  rapidly  becoming  reconciled  and  accustomed  to 
the  personal  tax  law.  There  is  always  more  or  less  friction  in  the 
operation  of  such  a law,  if  conscientiously  enforced,  but  I believe  our 
law,  taxing  as  it  does  only  franchises  and  tangible  property,  is  as 
moderate  and  equitable  a personal  tax  law  as  may  be  found  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  law  makes  each  taxpayer  his  own  appraiser  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  perhaps  the  most  difficult  portion  of  the  duties  of  the 
board  of  personal  tax  appraisers  is  that  of  reconciling  the  widely 
divergent  ideas  of  values  held  by  citizens  as  to  the  same  kind  of 
personal  property.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  board  to  try  to  rec- 
oncile these  matters  without  fear  or  favor,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to 
note  that  each  year  shows  a marked  increase  in  those  who  accept  the 
appraisers’  interpretation  of  the  methods  of  valuation  under  the  law. 

It  has  been  the  experience  of  the  appraisers  during  the  four  years 
in  which  the  present  law  has  been  enforced,  that  a little  more  than 
half,  and  never  over  two-thirds,  of  those  liable  to  taxation  make 
return  of  their  personal  property  on  the  schedule  prepared  by  this 
office.  The  appraisers,  therefore,  are  always  kept  busy  from  the 
time  the  schedules  are  filed  (on  or  prior  to  August  1)  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  February  following,  when  the  board  of  personal  tax  appeals 
convenes,  looking  up  delinquents  and  placing  them  properly  on  the 
tax  books,  in  addition  to  examining  into  the  returns  of  those  who  sub- 
mit schedules,  to  see  that  they  cover  the  full  amount  upon  which  they 
are  liable  to  taxation  under  the  law. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  great  assistance  would  be  rendered  the 
appraisers  if  every  automobile  owner  in  the  District  would  be  re- 
quired to  register  the  make,  year,  and  horsepower  of  his  vehicle  when 
applying  for  license  to  operate  the  same. 

This  branch  of  the  service  is  improving  in  all  of  its  details  from 
year  to  year  and  an  increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  District  received 
thereby. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  personal  taxes  collectible  during 
the  fiscal  year,  1906,  including  street  railways  and  franchise  taxes, 
will  be  $675,000,  as  against  $666,247  levied  for  the  fiscal  year  1905. 
This  will  be  an  increase  of  approximately  $8,753. 

The  actual  assessed  valuation  of  personal  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  the  tax  levied  thereupon,  for  the  fiscal  year  1905, 
were  as  follows: 


Assessed  valu- 
ation. 

Tax  rate. 

Tax. 

Personal  property 

$17,624,805.20 
682,859.17 
1,243,794. 61 
1,619,552.57 
2,064,809.60 
3,339,998.51 

Per  cent. 
H 
2 

$264,372.08 

13,657.18 

Do. 

Do 

4 

49,751.79 

Do 

5 

80,977.63 

123,888.58 

133,599.94 

Do 

6 

Street  railway  companies  (gross  receipts) 

4 

Total 

26, 575, 819. 66 

666,247.20 
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Value  of  personal  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  assessed  for  taxation 
from  1877  to  1906 , inclusive. 


Y ; Assessed 

Year-  | value. 

Year. 

Assessed 

value. 

1877 . 

$15,429,873 

17,239,051 

13,336,920 

11,421,431 

10,895.712 

9,666,272 

9,028,812 

11,311,622 

12,795,934 

12,658,949 

11,9:44.245 

10,943,458 

11,728,672 

11,023,167 

11,697,650 

1892 

$11,825,190 
12,045,290 
11,206,364 
11.449,485 
10,971,737 
9,532,851 
9.780,658 
13,431,475 
14,391,438 
12.567,084 
15,962,805 
22,249,936 
24.612,243 
26, 575, 819 
27,000,000 

1878  

1879  

1893  

1894 

1880 

1895 

1881 

1896 

1882 

1 1897. 

1883 

1898 

1884 

1899 

1885 

1900 

1886 

| 1901 

1887 

1902  (estimated)  . 

1888  

1903 

1889.... 

1904. 

1890.  . 

1905 

1891 

1906  (estimated) 

DANGEROUS  STRUCTURES,  ETC. 

There  are  numerous  acts  of  Congress  providing  for  the  removal  of 
dangerous  structures,  for  inclosing  dangerous  wells,  for  removal  of 
weeds,  for  drainage  of  lots,  for  cleaning  offensive  cesspools,  for  con- 
necting lots  with  water  mains  and  sewers,  etc.  In  each  of  these  acts 
provision  is  made  that  in  the  case  of  nonresidents,  notice  must  be  given 
by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers  that  the  work  must  be  performed 
and  that  the  cost  of  such  advertising  shall  be  charged  against  the 
property  owner  in  case  he  does  not  perform  the  work  and  it  is  per- 
formed by  the  District,  said  advertising  charges  to  be  included  in  the 
assessment  for  the  work  itself.  The  expense  of  such  advertisement 
is  incurred  before  the  nonresident  owner  has  an  opportunity  to  signify 
his  willingness  or  unwillingness  to  have  the  work  performed. 

In  cases  where  the  nonresident  has  the  work  done  as  directed,  it  is 
manifestly  unjust  to  charge  him  for  advertising,  since  he  complied 
with  the  iaw  as  soon  as  it  was  within  his  power,  and  no  assessment  is 
levied  against  him.  It  is  also  manifestly  inequitable  in  the  case  of 
those  nonresidents  who  do  not  perform  the  work  to  charge  them  with 
any  portion  of  the  expense  of  advertising  incurred  in  the  process  of 
notifying  those  who  do  perform  the  work. 

It  has  been  found  impracticable  to  apportion  the  cost  of  advertising 
with  any  degree  of  fairness.  As  the  law  now  stands  any  arbitrary 
allotment  of  the  advertising  charges  would  probably  imperil  the 
validity  of  the  assessments. 

In  the  case  of  the  sale  of  property  for  taxes,  the  law  provides  for  a 
fixed  charge  of  advertising,  of  50  cents  for  each  lot  or  part  of  lot  or 
parcel  of  land. 

It  is  believed  that  an  arbitrary  charge  of  this  kind,  to  be  levied 
against  each  piece  of  property  in  the  case  of  assessments  for  the  char- 
acter of  work  hereinbefore  described,  and  also  for  advertisements 
for  intention  to  perform  the  work  incident  to  certain  municipal 
improvements  (so-called  “special  assessments”)  for  sewers,  side- 
walks, curbing,  paving,  etc.,  would  be  a more  equitable  and  satis- 
factory arrangement. 
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TRANSFERS  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1905  there  were,  by  authority  of  recorded 
deeds,  probated  wills,  etc.,  transferred  on  the  records  of  this  office 
7,128  parcels  of  land — i.  e.,  4,341  in  the  city,  and  2,787  in  the  county. 
This  is  an  increase  of  506  over  the  preceding  year. 

This  office  maintains  a card  record,  at  all  times  current,  by  which 
the  ownership  of  any  parcel  of  land  may  be  readily  ascertained. 

COUNTY  PLATS. 

The  act  of  February  23,  1905,  entitled,  “An  act  to  designate  par- 
cels of  land  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  purposes  of  assessment 
and  taxation,  and  for  other  purposes,”  provided  for  the  rearrange- 
ment and  redesignation  of  all  parcels  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  maps  and  performing 
the  work  contemplated,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $15,000. 

The  work  incident  to  this  plan  is  being  pushed  along  as  rapidly  as 
is  consistent  with  accuracy,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  very  long  it 
Avill  be  completed,  and  that  it  will  prove  of  inestimable  benefit,  weed- 
ing out  erroneous  descriptions  and  ambiguities  of  all  kinds. 

When  this  work  is  finally  completed,  a succinct  and  specific  designa- 
tion will  have  been  given  to  every  parcel  of  land  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

TAX  CERTIFICATES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1905  there  were  issued  7,303  tax  certificates, 
for  which  a fee  of  50  cents  each  was  paid,  the  revenue  derived  there- 
from being  $3,651.50.  During  the  preceding  year  there  were  issued 
6,798  certificates  of  this  character,  the  increase  in  the  fiscal  year  1905 
being  505  certificates. 

In  addition  to  these  certificates,  there  were  issued  during  the  fiscal 
year  1905,  968  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  tax  deeds, 
etc.  During  the  preceding  year  there  were  issued  648  such  certifi- 
cates, showing  an  increase  in  1905  of  320  certificates. 


COLUMBIA  GOLF  CLUB. 

There  should  be  some  legislative  enactment  permitting  the  excise 
board  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  grant  a license  to  the  Columbia 
Golf  Club  within  the  mile  limit  of  the  Soldiers’  Home. 

Th*e  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  28,  1891,  entitled,  “An  act 
to  prohibit  the  granting  of  liquor  licenses  within  one  mile  of  the 
Soldiers’  Home,”  was  enacted  for  the  protection  of  the  old  soldiers 
and  inmates  of  said  Soldiers’  Home,  who  were  robbed  of  their  pension 
money,  etc.,  on  pension  days,  by  frequenting  the  low-class  barrooms 
and  dives  located  in  the  vicinity  of  said  Home  prior  to  the  above- 
mentioned  enactment. 

There  can  be  no  possible  objection,  to  mv  mind,  in  granting  full 
privileges,  as  accorded  to  other  clubs  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
the  Columbia  Golf  Club,  which  is  a highly  reputable  organization, 
intended  for  the  cultivation  and  development  of  its  members  through 
out-door  exercises  and  sport ; and  as  no  soldiers  could  obtain  admis- 
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sion  to  the  clubhouse  for  any  purpose,  or  receive  any  intoxicant  from 
its  employees,  I think  the  feature  upon  which  objection  might  arise  is 
entirely  eliminated. 

CORPORATIONS. 

There  should  be  a bill  prepared  and  submitted  to  Congress  as 
early  as  practicable,  covering  thoroughly  the  subject  of  corporations 
and  their  taxation  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  present  law  in  relation  to  corporations,  as  amended,  is  prac- 
tically prohibitive,  in  that  it  requires  the  total  capital  to  be  paid 
up  before  incorporation. 

REMISSION  AND  CANCELLATION  OF  TAXES. 

Taxes  which  have  been  levied  against  real  property  can  not  be 
cancelled  or  remitted  except  in  accordance  with  statutory  require- 
ments and  decrees  of  the  courts. 

By  act  of  Congress  certain  classes  of  real  estate  (specifically  men- 
tioned), are  exempt  from  taxation,  and  when  realty  is  purchased 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  statute,  and  the  use  actually 
begins,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  office  to  recommend  exemption 
from  taxation. 

The  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  13,  1892,  provides  that  in  cases 
where  recitation  of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  are  omitted  from 
certified  statements  of  taxes,  collection  of  such  taxes  and  assessments 
shall  be  barred  as  to  any  purchaser  subsequent  to  the  date  of  such 
certificate. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  In  re  Brewer  v. 
District  of  Columbia  (Equity  No.  9513),  decreed  that  tax  deeds 
executed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  annulled 
all  taxes  for  years  prior  to  the  year  for  which  the  property  was  sold 
and  upon  which  the  deed  was  based. 

In  some  instances,  through  clerical  errors  and  mistakes  in  surveys, 
it  has  been  ascertained  that  certain  property  was  assessed  in  duplicate, 
and  in  these  instances  the  duplicate  assessment  has  been  cancelled. 

There  have  been  cases  where  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  prop- 
erty was  assessed  for  an  area  in  excess  of  the  actual  area,  and  in  these 
cases  the  excessive  assessment  has  been  canceled. 

In  regard  to  assessments  for  municipal  improvements,  there  have 
been  cases  in  which  the  courts,  because  of  technical  flaws  in  the  levy, 
have  directed  the  cancellation  of  such  assessments,  but  the  law 
directs  reassessment,  and  such  reassessments  are  always  levied  so 
that  the  result  is  not  equivalent  to  cancellation. 

PENALTIES  AND  INTEREST. 

There  is  no  statute  authorizing  in  any  case  the  remission  of  interest 
or  penalties  on  realty  taxes,  but  it  seems  that  the  Commissioners  have 
always  used  their  discretion  in  such  matters,  and  in  these  cases 
where  the  equities  seemed  to  warrant,  they  directed  this  office  to 
render  bills  without,  penalty  or  interest,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  to 
receive  payment  of  such  bills  without  penalty,  etc. 
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This  practice  has  been  maintained  for  the  reason  that  it  is  obvi- 
ously inequitable  to  have  an  iron-clad  ruling  in  such  cases.  There 
must  be  elasticity  in  such  matters,  and  in  the  absence  of  statutory 
authority,  the  Commissioners  must  exercise  their  discretion. 

I am,  and  always  have  been,  opposed  to  the  cancellation  of  taxes 
and  assessments,  or  the  interest  thereon,  because  of  technical  flaws  in 
the  levy  or  irregularities  antecedent  to  the  collection  of  taxes;  be- 
lieving that  it  would  be  better  in  all  cases  where  the  equities  are  not 
strong  to  require  applicants  for  cancellation  or  remission  of  interest 
to  appeal  to  the  courts.  The  result  of  this  policy  would  be  imme- 
diately apparent.  There  are,  however,  cases  in  which  the  equities 
are  so  strong  that  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners  should  be 
exercised,  as  has  always  been  done.  For  instance^  the  act  of  May  13, 
1892,  bars  the  collection  of  taxes  omitted  from  tax  certificates  only  as 
to  subsequent  purchasers.  To  my  mind  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to 
issue  a certified  statement  of  taxes  and  then  not  to  absolutely  stand 
upon  its  verity.  Any  tax  or  assessment  omitted  from  a tax  cer- 
tificate for  which  the  owner  paid  into  the  District  treasury  the  pre- 
scribed fee  therefor  should  be  received  without  penalty  or  interest 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  issue  of  said  certificate,  and  this  office 
always  recommends  such  action. 

Relief  should  also  be  granted  in  cases  where  it  is  discovered  that 
the  office  has  erred  and  where  the  District  might  be  liable  for  costs  in 
court. 


LICENSES. 

The  total  receipts  from  licenses  during  the  fiscal  year  1905  were 
$556,041.73.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  $3,660.24. 
These  figures  include  liquor  licenses,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  and 
all  classes  of  business  for  which  licenses  are  required. 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  was  7,845,  including  516  barroom  and 
138  wholesale  liquor  licenses;  also  199  licenses  for  engineers  issued 
upon  certificates  of  the  board  of  examiners. 

STOCK  BROKERS. 

The  court  of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia  decided  May  5, 
1903,  in  the  case  of  Robinson  Lappin,  plaintiff  in  error,  v.  District  of 
Columbia,  on  the  constitutionality  of  paragraph  15,  section  6,  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902 : 

1.  That,  in  so  far  as  it  requires  general  brokers,  as  therein  defined,  to  pay  a 
license  tax  of  $250  per  annum,  while  providing  in  the  second  proviso  of  said 
paragraph  that  any  broker  who  is  a member  of  a regularly  organized  stock  ex- 
change located  outside  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  transacting  a brokerage 
business  therein,  shall  pay  a sum  equal  to  $100  per  annum,  makes  an  unreason- 
able dscrimination  between  persons  engaged  in  the  same  general  business ; 
and  to  that  extent  is  within  the  prohibition  of  the  fifth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution. 

2.  The  conviction  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  in  the  police  court,  upon  information 
charging  him  with  engaging  in  the  business  of  general  brokerage,  without  hav- 
ing first  paid  said  license  tax  of  $250,  reversed. 

From  that  opinion,  however,  Chief  Justice  Alvey  dissented. 

299a— 05  m 2 
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' CLAIM  AGENTS. 

The  court  of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  February  7, 
1905,  in  the  case  of  Philo  J.  Lockwood,  plaintiff  in  error,  v.  District 
of  Columbia,  decided : 

1.  That  statutes  imposing  restrictions  upon  business,  or  the  common  occupa- 
tion of  the  people,  or  levying  a tax  upon  them,  are  to  be  construed  strictly. 

2.  The  term,  “ claim  agent,’’  as  used  in  paragraph  46,  of  section  7,  of  the  per- 
sonal tax  law  of  the  District,  approved  July  1,  1902,  imposing  an  annual  tax  of 
$25  upon  persons  engaged  in  business  as  such,  is  too  uncertain  and  vague  to  be 
enforced. 

3.  The  conviction  of  the  plaintiff  in  error,  an  attorney-at-law,  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  claims  before  the  Pension  Bureau,  under  an  information  charg- 
ing him  with  engaging  in  the  business  of  a claim  agent  without  license,  reversed. 

CONTRACTORS. 

The  court  of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  case  of 
District  of  Columbia,  appellant,  v.  J.  Edward  Chapman,  on  February 
21,  1905,  decided: 

1.  That  a wholesale  dealer  in  wood  and  coal  is  not  liable  to  the  license  tax 
imposed  by  paragraph  46,  of  section  7,  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  upon  “ building 
and  other  contractors,”  merely  because  he  is  a contractor  to  furnish  wood  and 
coal  in  large  quantities  to  the  general  and  municipal  government.  The  term, 
“ other  contractors,”  as  used  in  said  paragraph  is  too  vague  and  uncertain  to 
be  enforced. 

2.  Where  such  dealer  was  arrested  and  charged  in  the  police  court  with  doing 
business  without  a license,  and  to  prevent  prosecution,  paid  such  license  under 
protest,  the  payment  can  not  be  regarded  as  a voluntary  one,  and  an  action  can 
be  maintained  by  him  against  the  District  to  recover  the  amount  paid. 

These  portions  of  the  license  act  of  July  1,  1902,  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  having  been  declared  inoperative  on  account  of  their 
ambiguity  and  vagueness,  remedial  legislation  should  be  at  once 
enacted,  thoroughly  defining  said  business,  so  that  the  provision  will 
stand  the  test  of  our  courts,  and  that  the  District  will  no  longer  lose 
its  just  revenue  from  these  sources. 

Paragraph  46,  of  the  license  law,  provides : 

* * * cigar  dealers,  twelve  dollars  per  annum,  * * * . 

It  has  been  decided,  by  legal  opinion,  that  this  does  not  cover  any 
person  dealing  in  cigarettes  and  tobacco.  This  paragraph  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

* * * cigar  and  tobacco  dealers,  twelve  dollars  per  annum  * * * . 

As  at  present,  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to  require  those  who  sell  cigars 
to  pay  license,  and  let  dealers  who  just  sell  cigarettes  and  tobacco, 
go  free. 

There  should  also  be  an  amendment  to  said  act  of  July  1,  1902, 
section  7 (the  present  license  law),  whereby  in  certain  cases  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  have  discretion,  when 
in  their  judgment  property  interests  require  the  same,  to  cause  the 
rejection  of  such  licenses. 

AUDITING  ACCOUNTS. 

I heartily  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  auditor  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  regard  to  additional  clerks  in  his  office  to 
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assist  the  one  clerk  already  engaged  in  the  work  of  auditing  the  books 
and  accounts  of  this  and  other  offices,  and  I urgently  recommend  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  for  two  additional  clerks,  as  requested  by 
him. 

To  my  mind  it  is  a necessity  for  the  good  and  safety  of  the  heads 
of  the  several  offices,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  I have  frequently  so  expressed  myself,  both 
verbally  and  in  writing. 

I was  instrumental  in  having  passed  an  order  of  the  Commission- 
ers, dated  May  27,  1901,  appointing  a committee,  consisting  of  a clerk 
from  each  of  the  offices  of  the  auditor,  the  collector  of  taxes,  and  the 
assessor,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  assessor’s  and  collector  of  taxes’ 
offices.  I have  always  realized  that  a careful  audit  of  the  accounts 
of  this  and  other  offices  was  essential  for  the  protection  of  the  public, 
the  Government,  and  the  heads  of  the  several  offices. 

The  Commissioners,  prior  to  that  time,  endeavored  to  obtain  from 
Congress  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  but  their  efforts  proved 
fruitless ; and,  feeling  that  the  audit  should  be  made,  principally  in 
my  office,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  no  property  upon  which  the  tax 
had  not  been  paid  was  credited,  and  that  property  upon  which  the 
tax  had  been  paid  was  properly  credited,  I therefore  requested  the 
Commissioners  to  pass  the  order  in  question.  Shortly  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  order,  the  collector  of  taxes  and  the  auditor  both 
stated  that  they  had  no  men  available  for  the  work.  This  fact  was 
reported  to  the  Commissioner  then  in  charge  of  this  department,  and 
the  letter  of  the  order  was  not  carried  out.  Feeling,  nevertheless,  that 
the  audit  should  be  made,  I detailed  men  from  my  own  office  to  per- 
form the  work,  and  continued  to  have  the  audit  made  until  about  a 
year  ago,  when  a clerk  from  the  auditor’s  office  was  detailed  to  coop- 
erate with  the  clerk  in  this  office,  to  perform  this  work,  so  far  as 
practicable. 

I am  still  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  some  office  other  than  this 
should  be  intrusted  with  the  auditing  of  our  books,  and  thus  protect 
the  District  from  imposition  by  unscrupulous  persons. 

WATER-MAIN  TAXES. 

Amount  of  assessments  levied  during  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1905 _ $24,  452.  39 
Amount  of  assessments  collected  in  same  period,  arrears  and  current.  30,  408.  27 

In  the  above  figures  it  can  be  seen  that  the  arrears  of  water-main 
taxes  are  gradually  being  eliminated.  This  branch  of  the  office  has 
been  faithfully  and  conscientiously  conducted  by  those  in  charge  of 
the  same. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS  LEVIED  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 

1905. 


Assessment  and  permit  work ' $125,  387.  01 

Improvements  and  repairs 3, 057.  43 

Construction  of  county  roads 6,  373.  81 

Sewers,  main  and  pipe,  and  suburban 21,  774.  00 


Total  150,592.31 


This  shows  an  increase  of  $56,650. 
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ARREARS  OF  TAXES. 


The  system  in  vogue,  of  mailing  notices,  and  in  other  ways  remind- 
ing property  owner  of  their  delinquency,  has  reduced  the  arrears  of 
taxes,  and  also  current  taxes,  to  a very  large  extent. 

The  board  of  assistant  assessors  of  real  property  has  submitted 
to  me  its  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1905.  The  clerical  force  of  this 
branch  of  the  department  deserves  a great  deal  of  credit  for  the  work 
accomplished. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  new  buildings,  additions,  and 
improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year  1905,  for  assessment 
in  the  fiscal  year  1906 : 


City. 

County. 

Total. 

Assessment  of  new  buildings 

$2,392,000 

649,800 

73,346 

$2,214,500 

198,100 

83^ 

ocfcco 

Additions  and  improvements 

Gas,  electric  lights,  conduits,  etc 

Total  assessment  ... 

2,412,600 

19,100 

5,527,746 

305,800 

Off  

286, 700 

Remaining  assessment 

2,828,446 

2,393.500 

5,221,946 

Number  of  new  brick  buildings 

856 

597 

1,453 

237 

Number  of  new  frame  buildings 

10 

227 

Total .- 

866 

824 

1,690 

280 

1,410 

198 

Number  of  buildings  removed 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 

242 

624 

38 

786 

Number  of  buildings  repaired 

166 

32 

BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 


District  of  Columbia 

$43,000 

101,000 

$43,000 

216,900 

Churches,  etc 

$115,900 

Total r 

144,000 

115,900 

259,900 

RECAPIT  ULATION. 


Remaining  assessment  

$2,828,446 

144,000 

<5:2,393,500 

115,900 

$5,221,946 

259,900 

Exempt  from  taxation 

Total  net  assessment . 

2,684,446 

2,277,600 

4,962,046 

By  sections. 


Section. 

Ne;w  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Off. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Northwest 

293 

$1,298,900 

129 

$625,300 

72 

$91,700 

Southwest 

| 94 

165,500 

11 

4,700 

33 

10,600 

Northeast.  

; 289 

648, 500 

11 

8,300 

122 

179,700 

Southeast 

190 

279,100 

15 

11,500 

15 

4,700 

Total  

i 866 

2,392,000 

166 

649,800 

242 

286,700 

Average  assessed  value  per  building. 


Section:  Value. 

Northwest §4,438 

Southwest - - 1,760 

N ortheast _ . , 2, 243 

Southeast 1, 468 


Average 2,762 
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Number  of  “ flat  buildings  ” assessed  in  city. 


Section. 

Number. 

Value. 

Northwest . 

109 

$495,200 

Southwest  , - 

1 

3,000 

Northeast - . . - 

146 

351, 500 

Southeast 

29 

65,300 

Total  . - 

285 

915,000 

Assessed  values  in  county,  North  Capitol  street  being  the  dividing  line  east  and 

west. 


Section. 

New  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Off. 

Total 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

value. 

East 

193 

$221,200 

11 

$104,000 

21 

$5,700 

$325,200 

West 

681 

1,993,300 

21 

94,100 

17 

13,400 

2,087,400 

Total 

824 

2,214,500 

32 

198,100 

38 

19,100 

2,412,600 

Average  assessed  value  per  new  building. 


East  of  North  Capitol  street $1,  146 

West  of  North  Capitol  street 3,  159 

Average  assessed  value  for  the  county 2,  687 


Number  of  “ flat  buildinigs  ” assessed. 


Location. 

Number. 

| 

Value. 

In  the  city . 

285 

$915,000 

410,300 

In  the  county 

86 

Total  

371 

1,325,300 

Average  assessed  value  of  “flat  buildings’’  (city) $3,210 

Average  assessed  value  of  “flat  buildings”  (county) 4,770 


Statement  showing  the  improvements  made  and  assessed  in  the  important  sub- 
divisions in  the  county. 


Subdivision. 

New 

build- 

ings. 

l Assessed 
! valuation. 

Average 
assessed 
value  per 
building. 

Cleveland  Park . ...  . 

5 

$13,500 

42.000 

26.500 
j 167, 800 

45.000 

229. 200 
i 64,500 

64.600 

83.600 
38,200- 

48.200 

123.200 
55,300 
49,900 
37,100 

119, 100 

118.300 

26.000 

107.300 
28, 800 

13.500 

18.200 

$2,700 

4,644 

2,944 

4,195 

1,875 

7,640 

2,931 

3,400 

3,980 

1,061 

6,025 

3,733 

1,975 

2,626 

1,545 

2,382 

1,739 

1,300 

2,316 

1,800 

1,125 

1,011 

Kalorama  Heights 

9 

9 

Cleveland  Park  (unsubdivided) .. 

Cliff  bourne . . 

40 

Todd  and  Brown’s  subdivision 

24 

Columbia  Heights 

30 

University  Park 

22 

S.  P.  Brown . 

19 

Lanier  Heights 

21 

Meridian  Hill 

36 

Little  

8 

Washington  Heights  (Commissioners’  subdivision).  

33 

Ingleside  (plat  10) . 

28 

Holmead 

19 

Petworth  

24 

Bloomingdale  

50 

68 

Moore  and  Barbour 

Scheutzen  Park 

20 

Dobbins’s  addition 

42 

W est  Eckington 

16 

Griswold’s  addition 

12 

Longnecker’s  addition  (Congress  Heights) 

18 
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Total  assessment  of  new  buildings  for  the  years  1895  to  1905,  inclusive. 


Amount  of  assessments $36,  021,  807 

Reductions  2,  042,  470 


Increase  33, 979,  477 

Number  of  new  buildings 10,  676 

Number  of  buildings  removed 2,  009 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings * 8,  667 


GENERAL  ASSESSMENT  1905-6. 


Statement  of  number  of  pieces  of  ground  separately  assessed. 


Locality. 

Improved. 

Unimproved. 

Total. 

City 

40,781 

9,674 

836 

17,620 

33,624 

1,001 

58,401 

43,298 

1,837 

County: 

By  foot  

By  acre  

Total 

51,291 

52,245 

103,536 

The  reduction  in  pieces  improved  during  the  past  three  years  is 
due  to  the  unprecedented  removal  of  buildings  by  the  United  States 
Government,  the  District  government,  the  railroad  companies,  and 
taxpayers. 

Number  of  buildings  in  District  of  Columbia. 


Locality, 

Buildings. 

Brick. 

Frame. 

Total. 

City . 

39,879 

4,430 

111 

10,326 

5,745 

1,105 

50,205 

10,175 

1,216 

County: 

By  foot 

By  acre 

Total 

44,420 

17,176 

61,596 

Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  assessed  for  taxation  from 

1871  to  1906 , inclusive. 


Year. 


1871  . . 

1872  ... 

1873.. . 

1874  ... 

1875  ... 

1876  . . 

1877  ... 

1878.. . 
1879  . . 

1880.. . 
1881  . . . 
1882  . . . 

1883.. 

1884  . . . 

1885  ... 

1886  ... 

1887  ... 

1888  ... 

1889  ... 

1890  . . . 

1891  . . . 

1892  . J 

1893.. 

1894  . . 

1895  . . 


Washing- 

ton. 


$66,818,886 
62, 421,331 
72,880,380 
80,539,782 
82,292,906 
78,818,9:14 
81,246,847 
83,101,484 
75,555,801 
76,085,940 
77,256,610 
78,515,793 
80,615,448 
80,293, 418 
82,825,255 
85,132,151 
96,383,486 
99,430,297 
102,886,043 
119,613,603 
123.  1 1(1.219 
126,383,584 
138,104,771 
160,269,876 
161,054,761 


George- 

town. 


$6,213, 467 
6,036,434 
6,356,488 
6,272,010 
6.312,099 
5,849,317 
5,953,932 
6,028,041 
5,242,224 
5,291,313 
5.282,096 
5,266,943 
5,307,116 
4,013,888 
4,074,358 
4,160,222 
4,741,540 
4,908,345 
4,987,632 
5.395,021 
5,550,976 
5,682,676 
5,796,237 
7,623,070 
7.751,615 


County. 


$6,965,101 
6,500.000 
8,623,056 
9, 621,280 
9,270.036 
8, 748, 433 
8,728,622 
8,480,365 
(>.693.417 
6, 603, 103 
6,414,372 
6,525,759 
6,611,101 
6,541,368 
6,602,851 
6, 760,956 
7,172,075 
7,406. 186 
7,611,678 
12,617,795 
12,948,696 
13,415,018 
13, 123,268 
23,524,858 
23. 748, 670 


Total. 


$79,997,454 
74,957,765 
87,869,924 
96,433,072 
97,875,041 
93,452,684 
95,929,401 
97.609.S90 
87. 491 , 442 
87,980,356 
88,953,078 
90,308,495 
92,533,665 
90,848,674 
93,502.464 
96, 053!  329 
108,302.101 
111,744,830 
115, 485, 353 
137.626,419 
141,609,891 
145,481,278 
147,024,276 
191,417,804 
192,555,046 
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Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  etc. — Continued. 


Year. 

Washing- 

ton. 

George- 

town. 

County. 

Total. 

1896 . 

$165,399,819 
156,854,384 
158,532,366 
159,559,921 
151,498,504 
154,349,966 
155, 903, 114 
171,302,378 
174,345,708 
176,864, 785 
189,728,863 

$23,522,524 
23, 522*524 
22,723,918 
23,596,450 
25,069,045  ; 
25,984,675 
26,622,494 
37,217,058 
38,904,710 
40,743,511 
49,733,122 

$188,922,343 
180,376,908 
181,256,284 
183, 156,371 
176,567,549 
180,334,641 
182,525,608 
208,519,436 
213,250,418 
217,608,296 
239,461,985 

1897 

1898  

1899  

1900 

1901 

1902  

1903 

1904  

1905  

1906. 

DETAILS. 


During  the  fiscal  year  1905  one  messenger,  at  $600  per  annum,  was 
detailed  to  this  department  from  the  property  clerk’s  office,  execu- 
tive pay  roll ; and  in  return  one  clerk,  at  $900  per  annum,  was 
detailed  from  this  office  to  the  office  of  the  property  clerk. 


ESTIMATES  OF  REVENUES. 


By  your  order,  dated  September  13,  1905,  you  appointed  the  audi- 
tor, the  assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  a committee  to  estimate 
the  revenues  which  would  be  available  to  meet  the  appropriations  to 
to  be  made  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1907. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  the  figures  being- 
exclusive  of  the  revenues  of  the  -water  department : 


Realty,  current  taxes ) 

Realty,  arrears j 

Personal,  current  taxes f 

Personal,  arrears } 


Special  reimbursable  taxes 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 

Fees : 

Sealer  of  weights,  etc 

Surveyor  

Justices  of  peace 

Dog  pound 

Inspecting  gas  meters 

Tax  certificates 

Health  Department,  permits 

Sewer,  gas,  water,  railing,  and  building  permits 

Electrical  permits <*. 

Police  Court  fines 

Liquor  licenses 

Plumbers’  licenses 

Insurance  licenses 

Engineers’  licenses 

Miscellaneous  licenses 

Dog  taxes 

Market  rents 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini,  and  buildings 

Advertising  taxes 

Street  extension  assessments  and  interest  on  same 

Bathing  beach  receipts 

Interest  on  special  assessments 

Tuition,  public  schools 

Miscellaneous,  including  sale  of  old  material,  lodging  house,  etc 


$4,  000,  000 

700,  000 

500 
40,  000 

6,  000 
15,  000 
24,  000 
900 
1,400 
4,000 
325 
15,  000 
2,  000 
90,  000 
460,  000 
24 

85,  000 
600 

110,  000 
18,  000 
20,  000 
15,  000 
2,  50& 
40,  000 
800 
500 
500 
2,  500 


16  REPORT  OF  ASSESSOR  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


Revenue  deposited  direct  in  Treasury — surplus  fees,  recorder  of 


deeds,  register  of  wills,  sale  of  old  material,  and  products  by  Dis- 

rict  institutions $3,  000 


Total  5,  657,  549 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and 

dog  taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  pension  fund 95,  000 


Total  available 5,  562,  549 


The  general  work  of  the  office  necessarily  increases  each  year,  but 
during  the  past  year  it  has  been  particularly  heavy,  due  to  prepara- 
tions for  recording  the  triennial  assessment. 

The  present  force  of  the  assessor’s  office  is  especially  commended 
for  its  faithfulness,  zeal,  and  ability  in  dealing  with  the  heavy  work 
incident  to  the  triennial  assessment. 

The  office  has  from  time  to  time  by  recommendation  weeded  out 
incompetence  until  I feel  that  the  present  force  is  as  nearly  perfect 
as  is  possible. 

I desire  to  take  this  opportunity  to  heartily  thank  the  Commission- 
ers for  their  consideration  and  support  of  my  efforts  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  this  office. 

Respectfully,  H.  IT.  Darneii.le, 

Assessor , D.  C. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


APPENDIX. 

Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 

to  end  June  30 , 1901. 


j Name  of  officer  or  em- 
ployee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
l ated  1908. 

! Estimated 
1907. 

1 

H.  H.  Darneille 

1 Assessor,  District  of  Columbia,  $3,500; 

chairman  excise  and  other  boards, 

$500  . . 

$4,000 

$4,000 

2 

T.  F.Alvey 

Assistant  assessor  _ _ 

2,000 

2,000 

3 

J.T.  Petty __ 

do 

2,000 

2,000 

4 

W.D.  Montague _. 

Clerk 

1,400 

1,400 

5 

H.  M.  Fitzhugh  

do  . _ 

1,400 

1,400 

6 

Peter  S.  Lesh  

Clerk,  arrears  division 

1.400 

1,400 

F.  M.  Langston  . 

Clerk  _ . 

1,200 

1,200 

8 

C.  M.  Davis 

. .do  

1.200 

1,200 

9 

S.  D.  Gage 

do  . 

1.200 

1,200 

10 

i H.  R.  Ashby 

do 

1.200 

1,200 

11 

W.  S.  Bouscaren 

Draftsman 

1,200 

1,200 

12 

I G.W.  Thomas 

Clerk 

1.000 

1,000 

13 

! M.  S.  Herring 

do  ...  ... 

1 (XX) 

1,000 

14 

Lvdie  Addison 

do 

1.000 

1,000 

15 

J.  E.  Boteler  ' 

do 

1.000 

1,000 

16 

M.  G.  Dent 

Assistant  or  clerk 

900 

900 

17 

H.  R.  Hall  

Clerk  in  charge  of  records  

1,000 

1,000 

18 

B.K.  Winchell... 

Clerk  

900 

900 

19 

J.L.  Davidson 

...do 

900 

900 

20 

H.E.  Woodward  . 

License  clerk 

1,200 

1, 200 

21 

P.  T.  Coyle 

Clerk  

1,000 

1.000 

22 

A F.  Entwisle  . . 

do  _ J 

1.000 

1,000 

23 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Inspector  of  licenses 

1.200 

1,200 

24 

W.H.  Coombs 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

1,000 

25 

William  Moten 

Messenger 1 

600 

600 

26 

E.  W.  W.  Griffin  

Assistant  assessor 

3, 000 

3,000 

27 

Matthew  Trimble 

do 

3,000 

3,000 

28 

S.  T.  Kalbfus 

do 

3.000 

3,000 

29 

R.  Hamilton 

Clerk  to  board  assistant  assessors 

1,500 

1,500 

30 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  to  board  assist- 

600 

600 

ant  assessors. 

31 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

500 

500 

32 

Temporary  clerk  hire,  numerical  book.  1 

2,000 

Total 

45,500 

43,500 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office,  etc. — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  em- 
ployee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

EXCISE  BOARD. 

R.  Williams 

Chief  clerk 

C.  S.  Cotton  _ 

Clerk 

do 

Messenger . . 

Total 

PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 

Assistant  assessor 

Francis  Nye 

do 

F.  A.  Gunther 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

J.  S.  Kirk 

Clerk 

C.  M.  White,  jr 

Assistant  clerk 

B.  F.  Adams 

Inspector 

H.  B.  Bolton 

do  

A.  Bradshaw _ _ 

..  do 

D.  H.  Edwards _ . 

do 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Total. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 

OFFICE. 

j J.  W.  Daniel  _. 

Special  assessment  clerk 

1 W.G.Trow 

Clerk 

1 D.M. Cridler  

do 

1 J.  Hendershot 

do. 

H.  W.  Hamilton 

do 

W.  H.  DeShields 

J.  W.  Harkness 

do  . 

A.  K.  Evans 

do .. 

| N.J.  Stellwag 

do 

J.E.  Poole 

do 

M.S.  Davis •_ 

Total 

Grand  total 

I 

Appropri- 

Estimated 

ated  1906. 

1907. 

$2,000 

$2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,000 

1,000 

600 

600 

4,800 

4,800 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

1,800 

1,800 

1,400 

1,400 

1,000 

1,000 

T,200  i 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200  1 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

2,000  J 

2,000 

17,000 

17,000 

1 

1,700 

1,700 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200  i 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900  i 

900 

900  ! 

900 

750  ; 

750 

12,650 

12,650 

79,950  i 

77,950 

H.  H.  Darneille, 
Assessor  District  of  Columbia. 


LICENSES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  JO,  1905,  this  office  issued  to  the  collector 
of  taxes  1,869  miscellaneous  deposits,  classified  as  follows : 

Miscellaneous  receipts. 

Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  health  department. 

Deposits : 

Washington  Market  Company,  credit  poor  fund. 

Credit — 

Taxes  on  property  purchased  by  District  of  Columbia. 

Taxes  on  property  purchased  by  various  persons. 

Firemen’s  relief  fund. 

Appropriation  streets,  District  of  Columbia. 

Street  lighting. 

Matthew  Wright  legacy. 

Interest  on  District  of  Columbia  bonds. 

Escheated  relief  fund,  District  of  Columbia. 

Judgments. 

Miscellaneous  trust  fund  deposits. 

United  States  miscellaneous  receipts  (proceeds,  sale  of  alley). 
Receipts  of  bathing  beach. 
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Deposits — Continued. 

Credit — Continued. 

Receipts  of  municipal  lodging  house. 

Receipts  of  engineers’  licenses. 

Receipts  of  Industrial  Home  School  (sale  of  products). 

Proceeds  sale  of  old  material. 

Fees  : 

Inspection  of  gas  meters. 

Sealer  weights  and  measures. 

Pound,  health  department. 

Fines : 

Credit  police  fund. 

Police  court,  United  States  cases. 

Police  court,  District  of  Columbia  cases. 

Supreme  Court  United  States  and  District  of  Columbia. 

Rents : 

By  reason  of  elimination  of  grade  crossings  and  construction  of  new 
Union  Station. 

Property  along  Potomac  River. 

Property  along  Eastern  Branch. 

Property  along  James  Creek  Canal. 

Miscellaneous  sources. 

Rock  Creek  Park. 

Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad  Company. 
Repayments  to  various  appropriations. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1905. 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

; Decrease. 

Humber 
in  each 
class. 

1 

Apothecaries 

$1,316.50 

$4.00 

227 

2 

Auctioneers  . 

1 , 466. 69 

$49. 98 

16 

3 

Automobile  storage 

308. 08 

37.42 

9 

4 

Banks  and  bankers  

2,000.00 

500.00 

4 

Billposters  . 

348. 37 

161. 75 

24 

6 

Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  alleys . 

6,450.00 

1,377.00 

207 

7 

Brokers 

5. 375. 04 

33.32 

56 

8 

Barrooms 

416, 776. 60 

790. 80 

516 

9 

Brewers  and  brewers’  agents 

2,437.50 

250.00 

10 

10 

Boarding  houses 

432. 50 

100  58 

27 

11 

Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  palmists,  etc... 

764. 59 



143. 77 

34 

12 

Cattle  dealers _ _ 

437. 50 

15.00 

32 

13 

Commission  merchants 

1,806. 67 

59.99 

47 

14 

Claim  agents  _ . _ 

677.09 

410. 41 

28 

15 

Cigar  dealers 

17, ,461. 00 

241. 00 

1,559 

16 

Contractors 

3, 762. 55 



1,820.81 

167 

17 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers 

325. 00 

75.00 

13 

18 

Confectioners 

837. 00 



11.00 

71 

19 

Dealers  in  secondhand  personal  property 

6,386.87 

234.70  | 

188 

20 

Distillers  and  rectifiers. . 

21 

Dealers,  in  markets  

2,842.24 

102. 01 

586 

22 

Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

3,945.00 

50.00 

922 

23 

Fuel  hucksters 

175.03 

35. 81 

38 

24 

Florists 

660. 00 

366. 25 

47 

25 

Hotels 

4, 910. 00 

233. 84 

79 

26 

Intelligence  offices,  etc 

410. 08 

75. 87 

54 

27 

Investment  companies 

200.00 

200.00 

2 

28 

Livery  stables 

3,207.34 

104. 50 

63 

29 

Laundries  

2, 122. 69 

16.02 

199 

30 

Land  and  improvement  companies  

50. 00 

1 

31 

Peddlers 

854. 27 

418. 82 

76 

32 

Public  halls 

883. 34 

108. 34 

9 

33 

Public  vehicles 

2,528.00 

285. 50 

477 

34 

Pawnbrokers 

800.00 

100.00 

8 

35 

Produce  dealers 

8,460.51 

2,066.51 

757 

36 

Railroad  ticket  brokers. . . 

200.00 

41.67 

8 

37 

Restaurants  

9,789.00 

496. 50 

665 

38 

Real  estate  agents. 

10,254.30 

116. 73 

220 

39 

Slot  machines 

54.00 

24. 66* 

2 

40 

Storage  warehouses  (oil) 

20. 00 

2 

41 

Theaters 

600. 00 

100.00 

6 

42 

Transfer  fees  .. 

98.  (X) 

8.00 

196 

43 

Undertakers  . 

1,352.08 

51.66 

55 

44 

Wholesale  liquor  dealers 

42, 256. 30 

1,560.90 

138 

Total^ 

8,269.85 

4,609.61 

7,845 
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Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1904-5 $566,  041.  73 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1903-4 562,  381.  49 

Total  increase 3,  660.  24 

Total  increase,  1904-5 8,  269.  85 

Total  decrease,  1904-5 4,  609.  61 

Net  increase 3,  660.  24 


List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,1902. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


Agricultural  exhibits Nov.  1 

Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  — do. . 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

100 


Per  aunum. 

Per  we^k. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


for. 


Apothecaries 
Art  exhibits . 


do... 
do ... 


Athletic  grounds. 


Auctioneers 

Automatic  machines.  {See  Slot  ma- 
chines.) 

Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

Automobile  establishments 


Nov.  1 


July  1 
Nov.  1 


Balls 

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated)..  July  1 

Barrooms Nov.  1 

Baseball  grounds 


Baths 


Nov.  1 


10 

5 
3 

6 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

100 


Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


9 

25 


3 

600 

800 

20 

5 

25 


Do. 

License  for  10  vehicles  or  less,  per  an- 
num. 

Each  additional  vehicle. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per 


Billposters 

Billiard  rooms. 


do ... 
do ... 


Boarding  houses,  public — 

Bowling  alleys  

Boxing  schools 

Brewers 

Brewers’  agents — 

Brokers,  real-estate 

Brokers,  railroad-ticket 

Brokers,  general 

Brokers,  general  (members  of  stock 
exchange). 

Brokers,  note 

Building  contractors 

Carnivals 


do . . . 

do ... 

do . . . 

do ... 

....do... 

do... 

do ... 

July  1 
do ... 

do ... 

Not.  1 
do ... 


Carriages  for  hire 


Jnlv  1 


Carriage  and  wagon  establishments  . . 

Cattle  dealers 

Cattle  exhibits 


Nov.  1 

do ... 

...do  ... 


Cigar  dealers 

Circuses 

Claim  agents 

Clairvoyants 

Commission  merchants 

Concerts 

Confectionery  establishments. 

Contractors  of  all  kinds 

Cook  shops 

Dairy  lunches 

Dealers  in  markets 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 


do  ... 


Nov.  1 

do ... 

do ... 


Nov.  1 
...do... 

do  . . . 

do ... 

do ... 

do  ... 


20 

12 


1 

12 

12 

250 

250 

50 

25 

250 

100 


annum. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle, 
jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffleboard, 
or  other  legitimate  game  table. 

Per  annum  for  each  room. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


100 

25 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 
9 


25 

15 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

200 

25 

25 

40 

3 

12 

25 

18 

18 

5 

250 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 
More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate.  ! 

Druggists 

Nov.  1 
....do... 

6 

18  1 

9 

10 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

15 

20 

5 

25 

5 

250 

100 

20 

5 

12 

10 

1 

12 

18 

10 

10 

10 

100 

50 

20 

10 

100 

10 

55 

3 

1 

800 

300 

250 

5 
25 

100 

25 

12 

10 

3 

100 

6 
9 

18 

25 

6 

12 

100 

25 

Eating  houses 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

Entertainments  

Entertainment  halls 

Nov.  1 
..do .. 

Exhibition  hqlls  

Exhibits.— Agricultural,  art,  cattle, 
floral,  food,  freaks,  industrial,  me- 
chanical, museums,  poultry,  side 
shows,  etc. 

Fairs 

do ... 

do .. . 

Fencing  schools 

do ... 

Florists  

do ... 

Flying  horses.  (See  Merry-go-rounds.) 

Fortune  tellers 

Nov.  1 
do ... 

•n;,1 

General  brokers  (members  of  stock 
exchange). 

Golf  grounds  

Gymnasiums  

Nov.  1 
do ... 

Hacks.  (See  Carriages.) 
Hand  laundries  - 

Hotels 

do ... 

Hucksters  

Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 

do... 

Ice-cream  parlors  _ _ 

Improvement  and  land  companies. 
(See  Land  and  improvement  com- 
panies. ) 

Inflammable  oils 

Information  bureaus  - _ _ 

do ... 

Intelligence  offices _ . 

do ... 

Investment  associations 

do ... 

Land  and  improvement  companies  . 

do ... 

Laundries  .... 

do ... 

Lawn  fetes.  (See  Picnics.) 
Lecture  halls 

do ... 

Livery  stables 

do ... 

Liquor  dealers,  retail 

....do... 

Liquor  dealers,  wholesale 

do ... 

Liquors,  brewers  or  manufacturers  of. 
Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

do ... 

do  . . . 

Massage  establishments 

do ... 

Maturity  associations 

do ... 

Medicated  baths.  (See  Baths.) 
Mediums 

do . .. 

Merry-go-rounds 

Note  brokers _ 

July  1 
do 

Omnibuses  . . 

Oyster  houses 

Nov.  1 
do 

Palmists 

Passenger  transportation  lines  . . 

...  do  . . . 

Pawnbrokers 

do . .. 

Peddlers 

Apr.  1 

Remarks. 


Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accom- 
modation of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


Per  annum  for  storing  quantity  exceed- 
ing 5 barrels. 

Per  annnm. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Steam  or  other  power,  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 

Each  additional  stall. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not  exceed- 
ing 10  passengers. 

Exceeding  10  passengers. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Picnic  grounds - - - - - 

Nov.  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Pool  rooms.. 

Nov.  1 

12 

Per  annum. 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incor- 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

poi  a tod.) . 

Produce  dealers 

Apr.  1 

12 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Real-estate  brokers.  (See  Brokers, 

real  estate.) 

Rectifiers.  ( See  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Russian  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Secondhand  dealers  of  all  kinds 

do ... 

40 

Do. 

“Seeing  Washington  cars.”  (See 

Passenger  transportation  lines.) 

Shooting  galleries 

do... 

12 

Do. 

Skating  rinks 

....do... 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

• 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Slot  machines 

do ... 

2 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

50 

Per  annum,  unlimited  number. 

Soothsayers  . . . . 

do ... 

25 

Per  annum. 

Stock  exchange,  Washington 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Theaters 

Nov.  1 

100 

Do. 

20 

Per  week. 

10 

Less  than  one  week. 

Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  (See  bro- 

kers, ticket.) 

Tournaments.  (See  Race  tracks.) 

Turkish  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

do ... 

25 

Per  annum. 

Vehicles  for  hire 

July  1 

6 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

9 

More  than  1 animal. 

9 

Horseless  or  motor. 

Victualers 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Wagon-making  establishments.  (See 

Carriage-making  establishments.) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Steam  engineers’  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third — the 
fee  for  each  being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required. 
Licenses  are  good  until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grade.  (Act  of  Feb. 
28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000 
each,  but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117.) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902.) 

H.  H.  Dabneille,  . 

Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 
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